
VICTIM RIGHTS 

A crime victim has the following rights: 

• The right to be treated with dignity, respect, and 

fairness throughout the criminal justice system. 

• The right to see a doctor if you are in need of im-

mediate medical attention. 

• The right to protection from the defendant by the 

judge setting bail and/or conditions of release. 

• The right to protection from harassment or 

threats because of your involvement in the case. 

• The right to timely disposition of the case follow-

ing the arrest of the defendant. 

• The right not to be fired from your job because 

you have to miss time from work to go to court at 

the request of the prosecuting attorney. 

• The right to obtain information about, and to 

attend all court hearings which the defendant has 

a right to attend. 

• The right not to have your address released to the 

public. 

• The right to be heard at bail hearings, if you make 

a request. 

• The right to be told when the defendant will go to 

court for trial and for sentencing, and to be told if 

those court dates change. 

• The right to be notified of any request for continu-

ance that may substantially delay the prosecution 

of the trial, for sentencing, an appeal, and any 

hearing in which the defendant’s release from 

custody is considered. 

• The right to talk with someone from the district 

attorney’s office. 

• The right to choose if you want to talk to the de-

fense. (Be aware that whenever you talk to an 

attorney or investigator, they are allowed to se-

cretly record the conversation. You may ask for 

identification and whether they are recording the 

conversation.) 



• The right to be told, after the defendant is convict-

ed, about the defendant’s other criminal convic-

tions. 

• In felony cases, you have the right to be told the 

address and phone number of the office that will 

prepare a presentence report for the judge and 

the right to be interviewed by the person writing 

the presentence report. 

• The right to be heard at sentencing, if you make a 

request. 

• The right to Violent Crimes Compensation Board 

information and how to apply. 

• The right to restitution if the defendant is convict-

ed. 

• The right to be told, in writing, within 30 days 

from the end of the case, about what happened, if 

you make a request. 

• The right to be told when the defendant will be 

released and/or if the defendant escapes from jail, 

if you make a request. 

• The right to be told when the defendant will be 

released from a mental institution if the defend-

ant was not found guilty by reason of insanity, if 

you make a request. 

• The right to be informed about the Alaska Office 

of Victims’ Rights during their first contact with 

law enforcement and the prosecution. 


